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OSER: 






DYHOND 



JOHN NICIIOLS, M.D., • ',V? • M 

•:* • * V?- « 

and having testified previously,,. 



having been sworn 



continuation of the 



DIRECT EXAMINATION 



1R, OSER: ..... .j. • . 

I will ask the Reporter,' to read the 

: . S ■ ' ■ 

where v/e left off the other da; 



(thereupon, the question w as 



''■i f, ’ z'±. 

sintjjn • 53 * i.'.U^r ciiarik.. 



DIETINCIT 



THE COURT 



2 

3 



I trust you Gentle men had a nice Carnival* 
Is the State and the Defense ready to 










THE COURT: 

I think Ur; Oscr v/es using it plural, 
Originally you used the word 



"stimulus . " 
THE WITNESS : 



- 

. • ; ' : - 



• r- 9 

. 

to that question, i would sav . 

Governor connally would have re^ v : ^ 

• ' .. . v>: • ’ ‘ f 1 

acted, almost exactly 7/5,670 of one 

‘ *V, /?r 

second later than Pc«sidei^|^AUB»^^ L-. 

- * * ' •” r'VViV : ‘ y 

* v - • • 21 • 



v , 



/■•"•■•. -YiV%' > ... 

what has been marked ).. _ _ 

\-T* ' Y- /-T— Vj*®? 

■ .. :v •-> - ^ v 0 :? ft?? _ 

* . ■ \.uY ■'*&' '-ityr-ty .**■ X S- ■ 

I ask you if you would describe what 

• *. . . .'• . t; '.V<v •* \* v 

is depicted in that photograph, please* ' 

. : - :■ 

- . MR. DYMOWD: >&Sj ; ‘ i/i, ' 

The photograph speaks for itself*-.’".' ?:• 

. 

; Y-; : THE. COURT: - 

•‘Would you rephrase 
BY MR* OSER: , 

Q 



Doctor, would you state for the 



i , 

w I : ;*vY .’ expert, what, is your ap£j 



v. body movements and reactions 

i <mr 

• Kenn^/lv fl <; frr f Ka 



> 1 . ■ »_ \ . x . * -; 4 u. • • ^ 

e single photograph, I 



*•': - ?.** • - • * • . 4 »v.. • • . ^iSbSfiK 

;?D!ETRICK. ^ PICKETT, ■ flic- ? "taoir mcai£S« • suitf. i: 






1 



quen t pho tog-rephs 



Q I s how you. Doctor, v/hut the State marked as 



3 

4 

5 



"S-53-H " and “S-53-M, • 
MR. DYMOND : 

Excuse me, Doctor. If 




the. court please. 




\ 




we object to this 



testimony on the 
grounds that it is beyond the scope 
of the expertise of this witness. 



MR. DYMOHD* 



To which ruling Counsel .re 



exception, making the ent: 

’ V 1 . ■ j. i ‘ v . .-iyS j 

mony up until this pointy: 



the ruling of the 



ness's testimony,. parts of 



THE COURT 



dietrich & picKirrr. iw 



cowt M?oaTESi • suirc is*i 



i 




bead and body would have m< 









in "S- 53 - 11 . " 



and should j-c have moved to the roar 



* 

10 

in 

12 



to 244, and having seen the tepruder filar; 

"MSk 

I aek you. Doctor, as an ex 

, •; •! . ■••-< * r .* •**’*• 

: u V"- 

•■" your oolftton If a 



BY MR. OSKR: 

0 .* 



Bow, Doctor, as an expert, and having yx awed s; : : 

► - . . ’ - - r ’ . : ^ 3> r $ 

* 

those particular 8 x 10 enlargements and 



your opinion if te 

■ '-P4 s& 

President Kenned* t . '•% •'• 

-» i£ * 

t-ear of President- •• • ' • ' 



the roar of prc 
as to -- correct that, if a a- 
been applied to the rear 
Kennedy's head at the 



time of "S-53-I, " 

* ‘T" 1 ' ‘ %-ji^ :* 

. . ■: 

v/hat in your opinion as an c::p*rtf would* 



** have been President Kennedy 1 y reaqti < 

•* ,*4 ** *4 ■* */.f* ^ 



to a stimulus applied to 
‘ 

If the proposed stimulus applied to 



is the same magnitude as the 

... ^ -'’V- r _v' .'It 1 ' v, ’ 4 



v 'tv* v •.••• ' 1 u,' 






I tender the witness. 

•V. •■•' •• ‘ •-* 

s. - . ' ,*t * ,v. tlrtflt&ziizi ''-I-. <*}? * 

CRO 3 S- KKAM !;?.YI OB;.. 

•■■ • >-- J - #j j l 

vW • ' : ~'V :•• .:. -rS?|p 

nirri'irn t. ftfi-Mm* *__• . ■"'22 



DIlOtUICM 1 PlCMETT, Jne; .... court smr.rrHS • sms 

/tu ■' f, . ■-.. ^fv\ * •-?-*•.- 



1 





and I would bo making maasur' 



X-rays, I would have p: 



r.-.r 



BV MR . DYl-IOND : 

Q wore you in Dallas, Texas, on November 22, 1963? 

A No, 1 was in my research lab. 



• - 

■ 



Q , You did not wi 

?*. 

corr 

- ^ •"* v s • 

A That is correct. 





Q Nov/ , what is your usual procedure in cond 

^ Y'.V,' •. j V • !’ , 

| a* autopsy .^where it appears that the 

» . ^ _ _ - ...i+ 1 

- * . 



death, waa caused as a res\ 

""■**'* 



wound? 



in conducting the autopsy X would s 



X-raying the body completely in ti 

- 

anterior-posterior and .lateral 

K-JPSsf - ■ • ■ ■ 



these were developed and . 

- 

them, during this time of con 

be taking those photographs with 

■ 

and white camera and with a color 



■ v"v.- -^ag^giaL^ 

ments of various lesions which, n — , 

. . . ,♦*.«. ** \r »--v 3 v ’ 

■ 

been involved, and having then studi-ed V T ’- 



. :*i#**A> .Y •••• * ' 



‘ • ' X' ^ \ J * y- •” :*!*.•** a .V - 

■ • r,! - ‘xL^ : ’ : ■ 

• ; **' 

‘ " DIET1UCH & OClOiXT, 1 «k/. cocaxwao&TEW . surest * ; 

* • *. ***ap!\. • » « •• X -YV‘. 

' 



1 



a -li of the disease or affected parts out. 



2 



and make microscopic slides of these. 



3 



make detailed drawings with measurements. 




it would take a month 



the gunshot wound 



little . more 






15 



20 



and after all was put together* it would 

^ i 

probably be a month before I would bo able 



to issue a final djjignosis; however, in 

v." - • 

most gunshot wounds one is able to issue 

• * x \ v * V if a"’. *£*•' ’ V.u.V-yt.ri ' TiTv*.!^' • 

V *• * • • l " . :•*-* 

a provisional diagnosis shortly after you 
finish v;ith the body, but to “ 

I 



time. 



So ordinarily 

- - W • ; M W ■ 

I • - “£* £>’ 

to perform an autopsy * is that 



A Well, with a gunshot* wound it is r 

. .• ;,»« • . f _ . *- rl •* ' 1 ‘ /rhnHBtim 



and if -'there are no dornplicat^%Tfa|^#T 
otherwise, it is reasonable" it ■ 

- y * -' ■■• v - p/ ; 



done within a month*' yes. 

How would you go about determining thevSbnci^un'b' 
of entrance and the point of 
gunaho*. wound in the 

■ •■' v. t- 

*■ It depends an awful lot- upon the i '* ?i 

V«e>. ’♦ -r, vT^v? 



22 






-.1 X 



1 1 -^77. •• - 

such as a 6.5 i-ja 



Mrs; 



; . • v> 



-• - K-fjS-tyr 

lianlicher . ( 



r . ftrrrr : : r— — — ■ 

Dn-TRICI! vS PIC-vT IT, Irx. . cbwtT sisairns , surreal . , a > &£§ 



t 



2 

3 

4 

5 



Q 



A 



bit of evidence that you have on hand. . 

*> ■ V .r*~- 

Well, tell us some of the procedures which 

you would ordinarily follow in doing that, 
in conducting an autopsy* 

0h f if motion pictures had been t alien of the 






t 

* 

10 



11 



■ 

K 

J 



\\y3‘ . . * 



K 

- 15 



subject during the assassination, I would 



imm 






•vr .•ri 



■ **' v ' 1 %• V*;-.-* - , . 

- etudy those firstf^d JpiB^^feave eye- 

* j 

•» ' • . ♦ •^,•4. •. ; *. : .V : .- . "• 

. 4 

witness testimony, and then sometimes a 

.. * 

small caliber -- 

• • • ■ ■, ]■■ ' 

We are talking about a 6.5 — - " - • 

■ . : • • • * o; ••• > •-■ 

Every situation is different; ? and X have to go 



.. ■ , s' with what, we have, at :& ' 

- ■#' = -< ■ 

Q Ordinarily, now. Doctor, is it your^ testimony 

... 

you would not examine the remain* 6f the 
person shot in connection with determining 




and then 



■ • . v»‘‘ ■V f *.v>^ •: 4- *V j- 

20 : 

■ * *• 'V i; 



...... A 



, •*' ti* .*• ■ Miv . 

— ££.*•- fr;* ^ ».’o* ; . v • <( 

the point of entrance and exit? , •' 

Bo. I dldn't aay that at ell. I say wc flo a 

•• • • 1 ' ' ' ' •' • t V* • i% 

complete total autopsy, ; *— 

> * • • ‘ • *; J ' t *. c ■ •. V • V*^7 tjCiZ'.- > . •' 

^ - .. • * 1 '« • C: 1 f '. ♦ 



Q Nov/, what does this complete total autopsy 

a t> nf which you *wo uXd‘ per fo r»r un d er 
ions? 



these conditions? 






■ * - ' 

.. , ... -i r i DlEi UlC K & PlCiCErr, Inc. . coma r.o<wiiM * . 

■ . V - 

4 ' •'•••■-■ . •*•';. *■ V * ’ •/,• --4 *• 

•'••"V '.• * ' •-* . . . : ^ \y*\-r£i iff' M 

•* ■ , .:>■/ ; • ."*■ ^ ^ • - \ • • : ; r 2 : - . * 








taking gross photographs of 

identification , • for the • p© a.iti^ 

r<&%>?Y Sr. ••♦•'*. • “v ft . il . -•’ 



;4oK£i r *,t 



— :h " ^iv.41^. 






' 






■ -■ a^ra^sSI 

^-^-.^gSSs 



SSH 













I 



regains of Pre -.idcnt 



Kennedy? 




THE COURT: 



Never mind, proceed 



vhen v/as the'first t?£i 

■'i; 

„ • . ...■» - s. : s-> 



Two weeks ag,o* where’ 4i# you: 



*4 FiCHfrtVlKc 



A I requested to do 30. sir, but I have bean 

v : • •' * .-rUT- **, .• 

denied that privilege. j have requested'’ 

ifiany occasions to do so in- 
•nd registered letters. 

«t y.u ■ . ’ / *' ; if X f J, 

~ But you have not examined 

: ■ A., j: 



• V. £*;■.. V- >»-V.W/r TC-*V 

etters. 

- 

■ • <'VC "j'-.:.-’';. ir*; 

rained these 

-• 'L 'r ; • - 



Q Doctor, have you ever before performed an 

• . 

autopsy without having reviewed the re- 
mains o£ the person uoon whom 'th» Wfr i &J S a l 



to some lawyers who come to « 



' • 

Q You have nev«r actually perform&iJ’ 

having examined the subject? ' 

; - ■• - .'Jr • s it 




At the Townhouse Motel in Kansas City. 




don't know «xaxstiy 



To u h avc n 



DiKTRicri & Fiaarrr, Inc.; 






- 

. ..•?. 25 
' >$&. 



And you s sw a corp.p 1 e t o - — 

I beg your pardon, I saw it 
Department in Kansas 

~ ■> .. '•.. - J&'&i ••<•' :i? 

tion room. 

You saw a complete running of the *»— r -*— ' <»a!£r *l. 

at that time? 

Yes, the zaprudor film that I caw 1j 

■^C: ^ «oinpletet as compared: t ‘ 

. . 



When was the first time that you 

up slides or prints of the ^pf^«r;||i % Jt 

■ 

A i suppose it was about 11*30 

i-.Wn--- . iiiWaf-fV* '• . v. . ..'iC ► ' : V'L. .• „.fe£ .vwsSii 



Q Bov/, Doctor, the opinions which yo£ hi 



pressed hare in .your tes timoiiy 



a fact that you expressed the 




Archives of Pathology? 



1 have written 



None 






Rone 



pertaining to the assassination f | 

— , . < ' 

President Kennedy anywhere „ f; ; r|gdr 

never, have?. ... :■ 



.hrZZ J- 
'ft tir-V' 



on have ..**0 published 



Doctor, do you hold yourself out a, 

expert? 

■ 

• — t . ■ *. 

In the case of the assassination o 



Kennedy, X-have conducted 

- t- ' % f.V I 

yes, this consisted pf‘ P«j 



Manlicher Care ana Eminunitibn^'J; 

'. • -•' .*%> l -T;“ itiik- 

this into h iiman wri st# -. Mot 



\ ,• ,V i • . • v 

I have recovered the bullets, 

'-I&KC 






»«TEIUC!1 & PICKETT, iru 



Ott 




1 r ~ bs 


>'.^5 
: VV-31 







1 



suppose it v/iiu z 



i 

lec euro in j-iedical School 




■' f- ' ■■ 

to them on tho**^*-^ 

:.i 



} 1 :: a ballistics expert? ; -;•.•• 

• - - 

> ■ Jj 

I consider myself an expert in the 



I have tec tiff 

• : _ • *V ^*7 • « 



What formal training in the 



3 

$ '-j I 

d 



y *• # i 



ana 1 njiV< 2 attended ballistics experts 

examining other bullets at the Colleae V 

.'V JKr 

of Virginia,, i have talked yi tK mtny po~- - 

, . . '■'■' ■ • v 

lace officers, i have identlfi^ u,A>^r.i: 

A l m u jj! i j- ’-. 



^•V „ 

■■' yp»- had' on the 



%/- ' •>.? I chronographed the speed" of 

.?;&■■■. '. <'■'■■ /'Sr':. ■ z'' ‘ 

emerging at 1,890 feet, at a 

. . • ' 

30 £eet,,tl,= n t Aould csttfli 

• ' '•* . '•?, ■"•*•;: •***-•• *• * * 



in which you have testified 
I have created my ov/n, 8ir r my ex£ * 

■C V..; ,^-T 



■ - • . • .;>v •'■••• i , . < -. • v*Sfi 




WirnUCH & PICKETT, I«t% - * cocur jujK>r<n« - sun^iw^ . i if 

1 N *v‘ -r / •>* ■ 5 /*V ’*'*« '• »» t.. - * 












\ 




bullet 



*3 a rib 
Producing ’wounds similar 
by Governor Conn ally are 

Whereas 



mutilated bullet 



J-n which i checked 



•ny work here.;?g 



you, please? 



Oser/ do y 
®‘ COORTt '-V 



you have them? 



which is down 



m^StesMom 



THB WITNESS : 

_ ' 

. ;Vw* nave thorn right 

VJwLeS S$, 

; 5 T T^T ■* f* ?r. y. 



s viacnr, j». 



a;rrE u» 




1 



MR. DYKCWD : 



2 



If the Stai;e wants him to do that -- 




This is-’ in response to his 






MR. DYMOND 



Anybody 









THE COURT 



I think the 



Doctor can give voi 
no answer and teijfc you at 



what training he did have 



THE COURT 



That is. what he 

' Wp&fk i ' 

DYKOUDs 



willing to hear testimony 

th „ *. „ hat * , 

xor, but a man writing 49: 






THE COURT 
















conferences with b 



I would like, to s 






I have never heard or seen of the arti- 
cles. 

. 

THE COURT: * i ■. V-S' ~ - 

■ 

>f your training without oaf»u 



No such article exists, it is a l_ 

• * ’ ■ ’* ’ *-"v- • V 1 

of somebody's imagination. My txs*in~ 
ing, sir, in the field of * 4 



; * * in *' £*■*• 

. 

*«*•< consists of a one-1 



in the office of the 
Examiner, Richmond,. 

*r- • r- ■ V • . * W*:- 

consists also, sir, of my ^ 

* . '•:,** !•■*•*' (, T 1 .•* 

which.; -is 4 4 ‘ 



■ fired into human vri 



r “I . 



PJ H 

collecting the bullets, this is trnir$- 

i 

ing. sir, and this is the 

k viife 13 



? i I think you h :v:' u;-i swered.y the qsust 

, - I i f 

*r>‘ . . V , ’ . v : - ;.. * V; '» V ! : ~ 

' Pl^rixlCJX &• l^CiCH’ri , r ' iiir r ■ • cdg'&t &rj<fcrrnn3 • svtte JJSjff • >5 5-.UK 



MR. DYMCKD: 




DYMOND 






I thin 3 :. so 






of a one-hour lecture that -'yo%' 

Si.?- '• _ i- V: 






'■*, 7 ; attended , having spoken to 

. . * ■ .• '••■v -i t' .'■ -vi'SE 



To the extant that I would 



identi 



You cw -11 that be i her a be 

.• .*> *tr-y 



• BlETft ICIl £ PICKI'n;. Inr. 



cour t 



2 



THE COURT: 




would 



the Judge whether or 

v ~ jil* • % 

have been: 



you would 



thinks he would be 



BY MR. JDYMONDj 



:r<>!Sir, 



Do you holdiy our self out astiW 
pert? 



ir.n. 



Would you tell us the extent of’ 



pose* when I was aboute^ 

* -V^J“ ••' ?, .1 '* i 

■ 

I purchased' ; or was given 



had many cameras si' 



| 

: '; 1 P 5 









fi riCKOT. hW. 



COUfcT JUUKW1 r« 



■ r 



ny ovn autopsies and on other autopsies 




a minute of fo 



as far as anybody giving me 



Now, do you know how 



many frames per 



•»7s4 



.. are nm by tho zapw*der- :i jKl»'?-VOfB 

■ t| 

I think it was described to me in the 

•i ■ 

as being 13 and 3/10ths, s£r^ 

.. 

V7as that the first tirao you kne'rf the 



MWfi-'. ».V 



You don * t 



know how many 



x really don't. know' 



DfliTPilCH & PICKETT. In. 



I supervise. 



tho residents take their 



7 



sir . 



2 



Q 



You said practically constant? 




I do not think 



Within those three frames, yes 

l.i ” 5' *'.*.* . •’ _ 

it had accelerated or any deceleration- 
. 

'in- those three frames., 

Ip 

Do V ou know What the speed of twe-< jl asousi he. 



■■><■ - " v v.: • .•?' ; “ 38 

q Do you know whether it was going 






I am not trying to assist the w: 

• ■ ■ r ■* . . 



or what yah mean 



DYMOiH>r 



r Vr< ; 



MH^DYMQFJCUr 



DIETRICH K PICKETT, !/«.. * court EaposTsas 



















• ":-i 



3MH 



i^lSilfc 



: • 'v£Tg 
-V 

_ ; i^| 



p 

:*8sll 










It is demonstrated, with 

"jii n( ,* air 

g«* - -.o 1 o not,.:. «i 






-raftr*! 

. t V 



s&fei 






JMollr Doctor, i# * s .your tesl 

15 ‘ ’ : /• WRI ■ 

knew whether it was' baj 






I don * t JchoN’ whet 



r ^V 

•• - J " 



SHI 



RlwSK 







DYMOlTi) 




I will 



BY MR. DYKOIJD 






$mat 



-tf:. a -.per son i s unconseiou 

rr ■«.. .r. 4# tfsaw • ..-■ .- • 

.Would: yo^ssy:‘^i€yis- 



V\ rvi. r- ^aarai l * •■►*■ 
: yy? an^MiiiigiC-L 






) 




stabbed or shot .and ..not realiai 

■ 

anything happened 



ffik 



- 



with- the attention of,fjp& 



Have you inade any investigation 

of the people Shot 



HlEf RtCn & PfGKETF, r«fc 



1 



2 

3 

4 

5 



Q 



r xc x r.<j 



t hi 



LoiwJ il< 



s i r , hi: 



occtc:: » 



had taken thin into account. 

And from that you would conclude his 
to pain,, trauma# vrould be normal 
that correct? 



reaction 



is 










. 



Yes. 

. « ^ # 4 ^ *4 

V7ts that tils only information upon whic 

. ■ • >*; ’ 

assumption- is based 

Yes. 

Prior to November 22, 1 
occasion to meat P 

I think I shook hands w 

;a J a./. 4 \ * v* ' 

Eow about Governor Conna 

Not Governor Connallv, i tried several times 



to get an appointment with Govern 
and he rejected me- . 

• . * *• . * * * * Xy T 

* .'•* *c 'I • , 

Governor Connally rejected you, you 

f U « » * 

Yes# ho did not answer my letters. 

• • • • -hs/* ‘ ’ ' , . 1 

Q /»How, Dr,vUichols> have 

•! •; v ? '-'..r»7v-v. ' . .V.'./ 

ferencas in threst 

J v ti jT • 

*. V: • 0 i # » 

sente people being 

pain- better than 
am c^uite well aware of 

*• '■■■' ** >’ „ — t *v " : 1 

experiments on that my-sa 

G You have? bid you feci that 

JMEITUGH t PlCKSYf. h«\ . ' cocrt acKienats ■ 













taken into account 



tion 



by you at arriving at your conclusion? ,• 






:V ' rtSwwL *t*"li* 

; SHgSg .v 

: *v 1 

i-r v 






■fc02CXQ& tea « 



o do with the> thr< 



finmn 



■ \-~ ; 

it ana say ; 



Slni 






SsSfi^S 



■'•>,T 



s • 

:v. 4 r 







t • ^ That is the only one, sir. 




All right, i see 



prior to this time? 



I havo* air 

wm] t"" 



us about, tiraj 



it ± s > 



'■.‘I 



a low caliber bullet # it ’ can 









iitti 



snot. 

Shot? 



: 

,;i-- *»: X:. 



' 






mrtroai * iteittfiigS 





You would not 



is smaller than the 
and as the bullet hits. 















msswrm^ 



I 



tain . 










apply to a head wound 






. \.‘t L 






•• V'* 1 ' 



;£ 






•v^set^J. 



1 &' : >{CKF,TT # ,''nic. 





point of 



of the victim or 



of the shooting? 



the victim 



•Tt •- . .. ... 

victim-, including X-r*y ij| 









S8S1 






■«®§& f 






BIS 







Previous c 



Q i- I take it then, sir 






pe rience, after h a 



-put®: his finding ® 1 on,;ft| h,® 



mmm 



i MI sm 



• - 



I -vo u Id hav®; to k n wet y 



i 



m &M 







for yourcel f whether you, 



opinion 






I want, to know the truth* the : whole, jfe 
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I, the undersigned, a Deputy Official Court y 

Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, authorized 
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and empowered by law to administer oaths and to take the 
depositions of witnesses under L.R.S. ,13r»61 1 as 
amended, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing 



deposition is true and correct as taken by me in the 
above -e nt it led and numbered cause (s). 



( 



^ i 



: V: <« • 



I further certify that 

. 

I M -f L L _ _ _ . ■ 



t*. ' 

• ; § \ 

V. ■ * - 



- • * * • • : 4 ■" ‘ 

r.lat.-d to any of the parties to this cause or in 



,t I « not ^counsel 



1 * / ■»< / .* . ,, 

anywise interested in the event thereof. * 







